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State Representative » 6th Assembly District
Chair: Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs

MEMORANDUM

To: LRB Attorney Timothy Fast

From: Representative John Ainsworth

Date: January 4, 2001

Re: Legislative draft relating to lighting on mail delivery vehicles

Under cutrent law {5.347.26(8)}, any vehicles used for mail delivery may be

equipped with a flashing amber lamp or strobe light mounted at the highest practicable

point. This is optional lighting equipment, and thus is not mandated on all such vehicles. In

the interest of roadway safety, I would like to draft legislation requiting that mail and

newspapet delivery vehicles activate 4-way flashets while delivering mail, should the above

mentioned optional lighting equipment not be present. -

If you have any questions regarding this topic, please do not hesitate to contact

Kiistina Boardman in my office. Thank you in advance fot your attention to this drafting

request.
District: : Office:
W6382 Waukechon Road Toll-Free: (888) 529-0006 P.O. Box 8952, State Capitol
Shawano, Wisconsin 54166 . E-mail: Rep.Ainsworth@legis.state.wi.us Madison. Wisconsin 53708-8952
(715) 526-3810 s Printed on recycled paper (608) 266-3097 » Fax: (608) 282-3606
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State of Wisconsin

2001 BILL

Ao _
AN AcT -; relating to: lighting requirements for mail, newspaper, and periodical

delivery vehicles.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, motor vehicles that are used to deliver mail may be, but are
not required to be, equipped with a top-mounted flashing amber lamp or strobe lamp
to warn other motorists of the traffic hazard that may be created when the vehicle
is being used to deliver mail. Also under current law, any motor vehicle may be
equipped with flashing warning lamps that may be used whenever the vehicle poses
a traffic hazard to other motorists. Directional signal lamps may be used as flashing
warning lamps if they meet certain performance standards. However, current rules
promulgated by the department of transportation require every motor vehicle
manufactured after January 1, 1969 to be equipped with flashing warning lamps or
with directional signal lamps that meet the performance standards for flashing
warning lamps. -

This bill requires all motor vehicles used to deliver mail, newspapers, or
periodicals to employ at least one of the following whenever the vehicle is being used
for delivery: a top—mounted flashing amber lamp or strobe lamp, flashing warning

lamps, or directional signals that meet the performance requirements of flashing

warning lamps.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

2001 - 2002 LEGISLATURE LRB-18211 -
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»BILL - SEcTION 1
. ‘X |
SECTION 1. 347.26 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

347 26 (1) GENERAL RESTRICTIONS A vehicle need not be equlpped with the

lamps specified in this section, except as provided in subs. §62 and §82, but if a vehicle
oo

1

2

3
is equipped with any such lamps, no person shall operate suelj@hicle on a highway
@ durmg hours of darkness unless sueh ani?sﬂ comply with the requirements of this
O
7

section and no person shall use sueh,\ amps in a manner inconsistent With this
section.

History: 1977 c. 29 5. 1654 (8) (a); 1983 a. 53 s. 114; 1985 %4 1989 a. 134, 336; 1993 a. 496

SECTION 2. 347.26 (8) of the statutes is renumbered 347.26 (8) (a) 1. and

9 amended to read:
10 347.26 (8) WARNING LAMPS FOR MAIL_ NEWSPAPER. OR PERIODICAL DELIVERY

11 VEHICLES. (a) 1. Any vehicle used formail delivery-may to deliver mail, newspapers,

12 or periodicals shall be equipped with a flashing amber lamp or strobe light mounted

13 at the highest practicable point and showing to the front and rear that-may beused

14
15 7 1 e - - - skl 1 a ats . . a - Y 0 0 1 O .
v
@ 2. Subdivision 1. does not apply if the vehicle used to deliverfimail. newspapers

/

17 or periodicals is eguip_p ed with flashing warning lamps, as described in s. 347.26 (11)
18 (a).

19 (b) Lamps specified under par. (a) 1. or 2. shall be used whenever the vehicle

20 is being used to deliver mail, newspapers, or periodicals.

History: 1977 c. 29 5. 1654 (8) (a); 1983 a. 53 5. 114; 1985 a. 204; 1989 a. 134, 336; 1993 a. 496.

21 ; SECTION 3. 347.26 (11) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
: v
22 347.26 (11) (a) Any Except as provided in sub. (8), any vehicle may be equipped

et
@ with lamps wh-teh@y be used for the purpose of warning the operators of other

24 " vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual



2001 — 2002 Legislature _3_ LRE-1821/1

. BILL SECTION 3

@ care in approaching, overtaking,;or passing, and when so equipped may display s'trch-l(:i_m__ |
2 warning in addition to any othe: warﬂing signals required by this section. The lamps
@ used to display sue}'.ﬁ-r%g to the front shall be mounted at the same level and as
4 widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall display simultaneously flashing
5 white or amber lights, or any shade of color between white and amber. The lamps

@ used to display sueh ﬁarm’ng to the rear shall be mounted at the same level and as

7 widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall show simultaneously flashing
8 amber or red lights, or any shade of color between amber and red. These warning
9 lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet under normal
10 atmospheric conditions at night. Directional signals meeting the requirements of
11 this chapter shall be used or lamps meeting these requirements, mounted so as to
12 comply with turn signal installation.
R T
14 (1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 7th month beginning after

15 publication.

16 (END)



Barman, Mike

“From: Barman, Mike

Sent:  Wednesday, May 09, 2001 8:54 AM

To: Rep.Ainsworth . .
Subject: LRB-1821/1 (attached) (requested by Kristina)

Mike Barman ,
Mike Barman - Senior Program Asst. (PH. 608-266-3561)
(E-Mail: mike.barman@legis.state.wi.us) (FAX: 608-264-6948)

State of Wisconsin

Legislative Reference Bureau - Legal Section - Front Office
100 N. Hamilton Street - 5th Floor

Madison, WI 53703

05/09/2001
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

100 NORTH HAMILTON STREET
5TH FLOOR

STEPHEN R. MILLER - LEGAL SECTION: (608) 266-3561 .
CHIEF . MADISON' WI 83701-2037 LEGAL FAX: (608) 264-6948

May 8, 2001
MEMQRANDUM
To: Representative Ajnsworth
From: Peggy J. Hurley, Legislative Attorney
Re: LRB-1821/1 Requiring 4-way flashing lights on mail and newspaper delivery vehicles

The attached draft was prepared at your request. Please review it carefully to ensure that it is
accurate and satisfies your intent. If it does and you would like it jacketed for introduction,
please indicate below for which house you would like the draft jacketed and return this
memorandum to our office. If you have any questions about jacketing, please call our program
assistants at 266-3561. Please allow one day for jacketing.

/JACKET FOR ASSEMBLY JACKET FOR SENATE

If you have any questlons concerning the attached draft, or would like to have it redrafted, -
please contact me at (608) 266-8906 or at the address indicated at the top of this memorandum. -

If the last paragraph of the analysis states that a ﬁscal estimate will be prepared, the LRB will
request that it be prepared after the draft is introduced. You may obtain a fiscal estimate on the
attached draft before it is introduced by calling our program assistants at 266-3561. Please note
that if you have previously requested that a fiscal estimate be prepared on an earlier version of
this draft, you will need to call our program assistants in order to obtain a fiscal estlmate on this
version before itis 1ntroduced '

Please call our program assistants at 266-3561 if you have any questions regarding this
memorandum.



